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During this course, you will carry out extensive reading and prepare an annotated 
bibliography in your primary area of study, compose a 20-25 page position paper, 
and compile preliminary bibliographies in your two secondary areas of study.  
 

A. Annotated bibliography 
 
The annotated bibliography should contain annotations of approximately 250 
words of a minimum of 50 sources, a quarter of which should be books or book-
length studies. Sources should be chosen from the body of seminal linguistic 
works as well as more recent theoretical and/or empirical scholarship pertinent to 
your primary area. The goal of the annotated bibliography is to provide you with 
breadth and depth of knowledge in a specialized field, the background research 
for the position paper, and the point of departure for writing the critical essay 
during the comprehensive exams in INGL 8890.  
 

B. Position paper 
 
The position paper is your initial pass at defining and justifying a specialized area 
of research with specific topics, modes of inquiry, and methodological and/or 
theoretical approaches related to your future doctoral dissertation. The selection 
of the topic of the position paper should begin with the determination of a 
narrowed theme within an area of study for which you have solid academic 
preparation and a high degree of intellectual interest and enthusiasm. This paper 
represents a serious opportunity to position yourself and your scholarship within 
the field of linguistics. Your topic must be specific enough to be manageable and 
substantial enough to lead to a viable and significant dissertation.  The 
dissertation that develops from your position paper must be an original work of 
documentation and/or analysis with the potential to make a significant 
contribution to Caribbean linguistic studies. 
 
The position paper should be structured according to the following format: 
 
1. Introduction 
The introduction provides: 

a) an explanation of your intended area of specialization within the field of 
Caribbean linguistic studies; 

 b) a concise statement of the specific topic for the paper; 
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 c) a brief history or background of the issue(s) and the specific questions 
that will guide your research; 
 d) a statement of your methodological and/or theoretical approach and/or  
hypothesis(es); and 
e) arguments and data that support the validity of your hypothesis(es) and  
justify the need for your research within your specialized area. 

 
2. Review of literature 
 
In the literature review, you must demonstrate the extent and depth of your 
knowledge, reading, and understanding of the body of scholarly work relevant to 
your topic. You should provide a well-organized, comprehensive overview of 
important research developments in your area of specialization with particular 
emphasis on the Anglophone Caribbean. You may also want to discuss 
limitations or views contrary to your position that occur in the research as a 
means of underscoring the role that your own scholarship will play in challenging, 
extending, or redefining your narrowed field. Although you will draw upon your 
annotated bibliography, the review should not simply be a “cut-and-paste job,” 
but rather a clearly directed analysis of the major theoretical debates in 
creolistics.  You should analyze and synthesize findings from secondary sources 
as you foreground and clarify your own research position.  The literature review 
may be organized into distinctive subsections/subtopics that follow a logical 
progression to facilitate reading.  The review should not contain references to 
any research that is not directly germane to the topic of your position paper.  
 
3. Theoretical and/or methodological framework 
 
This section presents your theoretical and/or methodological framework.  Narrow 
the discussion to the 5-10 theoretical studies most relevant to your research. 
Explain the connections between these studies and your own theoretical/ 
methodological orientation. Assess the extent to which your approach, position, 
and research plans will extend or revise prior theoretical/methodological 
approaches to the topic.  Explore the possible implications for the discipline. 
 
It is vital that a Ph.D. thesis in Caribbean linguistics do more than simply replicate 
previous studies or provide statistical distributions of linguistic variables.  Rather 
it should constitute a substantive contribution to the field of Caribbean linguistics 
with the potential for application to real world social problems and/or theoretical 
linguistics. 
 
4. Delineation of your position and  research question(s) and/or hypothesis(es) 
 
In this final section, provide a detailed discussion of your own position and the 
research question(s) and/or hypothesis(es) you wish to propose.  Although your 
chapter divisions will be established more concretely during the dissertation 
proposal phase, you may suggest subtopics and corresponding research works 
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to be studied. Consider how these subcategories have been approached by 
researchers and in what way your scholarship will challenge, enhance, or redirect 
Caribbean linguistic studies and perhaps linguistics more broadly. 
.  
A note about style 
 
Please adhere to the latest American Psychological Association manual in all 
matters of style or formatting. 
 

C. Preliminary bibliographies in two secondary areas 
 

The preliminary bibliographies in the two secondary areas will serve as the basis 
for the reading lists for the comprehensive exams.  They should each consist of a 
minimum of 30 sources, one quarter of which should be books or book-length 
studies.  Note:  these bibliographies are not annotated. 
 

D. Deadlines 
 

Mid-April / mid-November (exact dates to be announced): Final drafts of the 20-
25 page position paper and the annotated bibliography should be submitted to 
the advisor for feedback. 
 
End of April /end of November (exact dates to be announced): Copies of the final 
revised position paper and annotated bibliography as well as the two preliminary 
bibliographies in the secondary areas should be submitted to all three members 
of the exam committee for evaluation and feedback. 


