
 David Slagle  to Tony Slagle 
November 2, 2015 ·  

Dear friends and family, our son, Tony, died yesterday in San Juan, Puerto Rico. We received 
a call from the manager at Costco who told us that he had “passed out” in the parking lot. 
Paramedics were called and he was taken to the hospital but they could not save him. They 
believe that he had a massive heart attack but, as of now, that is all that we know. 

Tony’s partner, Derick Grundyson, is on his way to Puerto Rico today to take care of whatever 
arrangements need to be made. 

Tony was born on March 15, 1969, and we adopted him when he was five days old. He was an 
amazing kid — very loving and even more inclined to get in trouble. He was talented, gifted, 
and very bright. He starred in plays and productions at East High School. Tony was a 
nationally ranked debate champion. He earned his Eagle Scout when he was only thirteen 
years old. He was a champion swimmer on his high school team and in AAU. 

Tony earned his undergraduate degree from Pepperdine University in Malibu and was on the 
debate team. His Master’s degree was at Northridge University and then he earned his Ph.D. 
at Ohio State University. Tony taught for a couple of years at St. Cloud State in Minnesota, 
where he met his life-time partner, Derick Grundyson. He was offered a position as an 
Associate Professor at the University of Puerto Rico in San Juan, and he and Derick moved 
there together where he spent the rest of his short life. Tony was a full professor in the 
Department of Communications at UPR. He was well loved by his students and fellow 
educators. He was very active in the National Communications Association. 

As of now, we do not know if there will be any type of memorial service. Derick will be in Puerto 
Rico either later today or early tomorrow and we will know more at that time. 

We are grieving as of now, but we are thankful for the forty-six years we had as the parents 
of Tony. We know that God will take care of him and we will always cherish the short time that 
we had him with us. 

Love, David and Joan 

 


