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Grammar of Modern English: Sentence and Clause Structure  

 
I.  Course Description      
INGL 4206 is a course for students who are proficient in English and who have taken one of the 
following: INGL 3103, 3104 or INGL IMGL 3011-3012 or at Level 5 on the HEPT or have 
advanced placement in English.  
English course catalog description: Syntactic analysis of constituent structure of English, 
proceeding from the simple sentence to the complex, including the noun phrase, adjective clause, 
noun clause, gerund and infinitive phrases, and compound structures.  
 
Additional information: This course is designed for those students who are interested in 
understanding the syntactic structure of Modern English for analysis, criticism and/or 
composition. The methods presented are not integral to any one theoretical model but will 
provide students with information about and experience in analyzing, parsing, and composing 
grammatical constituents in English. The course is designed so that students will take control of 
and responsibility for their own learning needs and outcomes. This is not a lecture course; 
students will dedicate time to reading and learning content outside class time and completing 
exercises both in class and as assigned homework with structured guidance from the professor. 
Classes will be interactive and students will be given ample opportunity to work individually and 
to participate in small group work and whole class problem solving activities.  
 
II. Course Objectives:   

By the end of the course students will: 
a. Recognize, identify and compose different grammatical constituents 
b. Increase knowledge of and confidence with grammatical terminology and concepts 
c. Use tools of syntactic analysis such as word class categories and tree diagrams 
d. Recognize and differentiate the main constituents of phrases, clauses and sentences 
e. Categorize and classify the main six types of English verb structures in English 
f. Expand and reduce grammatical constituents embedded in larger structures 
g. Recognize and acquire strategies to eliminate common errors in composition 



h. Contribute in an effective form to the inclusion of fellow students with special needs in 
group work and in the classroom 

 
III. Teaching Strategies / Methodology 
Students will be assigned study material related to specific syntactic concepts that are required 
reading before class. Then, classes will consist of a (brief) review and discussion session of the 
required reading in addition to parsing and composition exercises that may be completed 
individually, in pairs, small groups, or as a whole class. After covering the material in class, 
there will be assigned work to practice and evidence learning. Students will be treated as mature 
and responsible members of the class whose weekly-required readings and assigned exercises are 
essential to course objectives and individual learning. 
 
Classes will consist of: discussion and analysis of sentence composition including phrase and 
clause constituents; workshop time related to student-identified complexities; problem solving 
and skill-building exercises related to parsing sentences; and student-led activities and 
presentations. Audio/visual material(s), online assignment(s) and possibly also off-campus 
activities will be incorporated as needed and available, and with advanced notification. 
 
IV.  Tentative Class Schedule 

Date( Topics / Class work 
August 13 Course Introduction / Discussion of 

Syllabus  
August 15 Chapter 1: Relating Words, Phrases, 

and Slots 
August 20 Chapter 1 
August 22 Chapter 2: Identifying Verbs and 

Core Sentences  
August 27 Chapter 2 
August 29 Chapter 2 
September 3 Chapter 3: Expanding Verb 

Phrases 
September 5 Chapter 3 
September 10 Chapter 3 
September 12 Chapter 4: Exploring Noun 

Phrases 
September 17 Chapter 4 
September 19 Chapter 4 
September 24 Review: Chapters 1 - 4 
September 26 Exam I 
October 1 Chapter 5: Rearranging and 

Compounding 
October 3 Chapter 5 
October 8 Chapter 5 
October 10 Chapter 5 
October 15 Chapter 6: Constructing 

Relative Clauses 
October 17 Chapter 6 



October 22 Chapter 6 
October 24 Chapter 6 
October 29 Chapter 7: Reducing Relative 

Clauses to Phrases 
October 31 Chapter 7 
November 5 Chapter 7 
November 7 Chapter 7 
November 12 Chapter 8: Making Noun 

Clauses, Gerunds, and 
Infinitives  

November 14 Chapter 8 
November 19 Holiday 
November 21 Chapter 8 
November 26 Review: Chapters 5 - 8 
November 28 Holiday 
December 3 Exam II: Chapters 

 
V.  Course Requirements and Evaluation         

1. Attendance: Students are expected to attend class each day and also arrive on time. 
    Students will receive a 100 point attendance grade at the end of the semester. Each  
    unexcused absence to any class signifies a reduction of seven (7) points for   
    this grade: 

0 absences = 100% 
1 absence =   93% 
2 absences = 86% 
3 absences = 79%  
4 absences = 72% 
etc.   

Students have made a personal commitment to all of their college courses and, therefore, 
can fully benefit from them only by attending each day. Only serious illness, the loss of a 
family member or other extremely serious circumstances will be considered as a valid 
excuse for absences. Punctuality is also very important. Frequent lateness will contribute 
to a reduction in the attendance grade! This policy will be strictly enforced. Tests have 
the following value: 100 points and are always announced in advance. Students must be 
present for each test.    

 
2. There will be two (2) 100 pt. exams. Students are obligated to attend on these days, for 

there will be no make-up exams given. As a result, a student will receive a grade of 0.  
 

3. Homework assignments will be given on a weekly basis and each assignment will be 
submitted as well as graded. (i.e. 20 pts, 25 pts., etc.) This will represent a cumulative grade 
over the course of the semester. Up to a total of 200 points for homework assignments may 
be reached. A student MUST BE PRESENT in class to hand in his / her assignment. 
Otherwise, he / she will receive a grade of 0,    
 



4. A full (100 pt.) grade based on each student’s class participation, daily performance, and 
effort will be given at the conclusion of the semester.    
 

5. Students are asked to always have the following materials in class: their textbooks, some 
loose-leaf paper, a small notebook designated for this course, and a pen.     
 

6. Students are requested to keep their cell phones off or on vibrate while class is in session. 
 
VI.  Office Hours - First Semester 2019-2020  
       Office #11 Edificio Pedreira (English Department – basement) 
                  Mondays:  10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.   
                  Tuesdays:  9:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.    
                  Wednesdays:   10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.  
                  Thursdays:  :  9:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.   
                  Fridays:  By appointment only   
                 
 
Important Notice: In accordance with the recommendation of the Dean of Students Office (Division for Persons 
with Disabilities), students who are clients of the Office of Vocational Rehabilitation must contact the professor 
at the beginning of the semester in order to make arrangements for reasonable  accommodations and for any 
necessary auxiliary equipment.  Other students with special needs who require any kind of assistance or 
reasonable accommodations should also contact the professor. Alternative evaluation methods will be provided 
to students with identified special needs. 
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