
 

1 

 

UNIVERSITY OF PUERTO RICO 

RIO PIEDRAS CAMPUS 

COLLEGE OF HUMANITIES 

DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH 

UNDERGRADUATE PROGRAM 

 

ENGLISH 4035 

BRITISH DRAMA  FROM THE MIDDLE AGES TO THE EIGHTEENTH CENTURY 

 

Credit: 3 Hours  

Instructor: Dr. Christopher Olsen, E-MAIL: c_olsen@onelinkpr.net, phone during office 

hours 764-0000 (x-3812) or leave message with English Dept. (x-2553). 

Classes: Fridays: 1-3:50pm. LPM 308.  Office Hours, Mon. & Wed. 10-11:30am or by 

appointment. 

Prerequisites: None 

Texts:  Copies of plays and essays will be available in the Seminar Rooms (Humanidades 

and Richardson) or you can purchase them on your own.  The plays include 

Second Shepherd’s Pageant, Everyman, Dr. Faustus, The Spanish Tragedy, ‘Tis 

Pity She’s a Whore, Duchess of Malfi, The Rover, Way of the World, The 

Beggar’s Opera, and The Critic.  Also various additional essays.   

Course 

 Description: The course will be a chronological study of the various forms of drama from 

medieval plays (mostly linked to religious themes, liturgical observances, and biblical 

dramatizations) to the secularized theater that developed in the Renaissance and particularly after 

the Protestant Reformation.  The students will read plays from these periods, study the theatrical 

innovations and conventions, and explore their cultural histories  (from plays given in churches 

as part of the liturgy, to the outdoor productions at inns, to the great theaters of Tudor England, 

the beginning of indoor productions in the Jacobean period and the rise of the modern theater in 

the Restoration).  Acting styles and their influence upon texts will also be touched upon.  The 

social context of the plays and their importance as a means of examining important problems will 

be considered. 

 

The historical periods will be divided into roughly the following: 

 

Medieval 1350-1500 

Renaissance 1500-1600 

Jacobean 1600-1642 

Restoration1660-1700 

18
th

 Century -- 1700-1800 

   

Course 

 Objectives: 

1. Be able to summarize the development of British drama from medieval times to the end  
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of the eighteenth century, the connections to European literature and theater; and the basic 

concepts in the study of drama and theater, 

2. know and discuss the traditions and conventions of drama, its history and development, 

and specifically of each of the three larger periods of drama dealt with in the course, 

3. understand the performance conditions of each period and their implications for the 

dramatic texts, 

4. recognize the major dramatic authors of this early period of the British theater, 

5. read with understanding and intelligence the dramatic works of the earlier periods of 

British literature; and become a critical reader or audience of any production of plays of 

these periods, 

6. know the basic research tools, including electronic sources, for delving more deeply 

into the subject and be able to use them, 

7. and conduct research into and write essays on the works, writers and background of the 

subject of the course; 

 

Group Research 

Project: Make a group presentation to the class on the work and era of one of the 

playwrights we are studying.  This assignment includes handing in a short paper 

on the topic. 

 

Play Review: Write two short critical theatre reviews.   

 

Exams: There will be one written take-home exam. 

 

Class 

Participation: This class is a discussion and participation class.  You are expected to contribute 

in the discussion and participate in performance exercises.  You will be receiving 

an attendance/participation grade. 

 

Attendance: Attendance is mandatory.  You will be excused for one (1) class without penalty.  

Any further absences will adversely affect your grade.  

 

 Grading: The course is based on 450 points.  The breakdown is as follows: Exam = 200 

pts.; Quizzes = 40 pts.; Group Class Presentation = 50 pts.; Theatre Reviews (2): 

100 pts.; Class Attendance/Participation = 60 pts.  Grade Scale: 448-500 = A; 

395-447 = B; 347-394 = C; 300-346 = D; 0-299 = F. 

 

Weekly Course Activities: 

  

August 31, Sept. 7:   Introduction to drama, ancient history of drama, transition into Christianity 

and beginnings of medieval drama.  Also introduction to Mystery and Morality Plays. 
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Readings: The Second Shepherd’s Pageant, Everyman 

 

Presentation: Group Presentation of Medieval Theatre  

 

Sept 14, 21, 28:  Renaissance - Transition to secular theater; professionalization of the acting and 

acting companies; Tudor drama (including the Elizabethan age) and the Elizabethan  theater. 

 

Readings: Dr. Faustus, The Spanish Tragedy 

 

Presentation: Group Presentation of Renaissance Theatre  

 

Oct. 5, 12, 19: Jacobean drama.  The court masque and the indoor stage.  The return of religion 

and morality.  Women on Stage.  

 

Readings: Duchess of Malfi, ‘Tis Pity She is a Whore 

 

Presentation: Group Presentation of Jacobean Theatre 

 

Oct. 26, Nov. 2, 9: Restoration and the development of the modern theatrical setting; heroic 

drama; comedy of wit and sexuality. 

 

Readings: The Rover, The Way of the World 

 

Presentation: Group Presentation of Restoration Theatre 

 

Hand in Theatre Reviews on Hamlet and Romeo and Juliet on October 26. 

 

Nov. 16, 30, Dec. 7: 18
th

 Century – Sentimental Comedies, Development of Middle Class drama, 

and politics.  Theatre under censorship and the Age of Enlightenment.   

 

Readings: Beggar’s Opera, The Critic 

 

Presentation: Group Presentation of 18
th

 Century Theatre 

 

Take Home Exam will be given out on Nov. 30. 

 

Take Home Exam will be collected during the week of Dec. 10-14. 

Ley 51 

Los estudiantes que reciban servicios de Rehabilitación Vocacional deben comunicarse con el 

(la) profesor(a) al inicio del semestre para planificar el acomodo razonable y equipo asistivo 
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necesario conforme a las recomendaciones de la Oficina de Asuntos para las Personas con 

impedimento (OAPI) del Decanato de Studiantes. También aquellos estudiantes con necesidades 

especiales que requieren de algún tipos de asistencia o acomodo deben comunicarse con el (la) 

profesor(a).  

 

Reminders: 

 

· You are expected to attend ALL classes and you should provide a WRITTEN excuse if 

you miss more than one (1) class.  

· After the midterm, a written warning will be given to students whose work in class is 

inadequate (a “D” or “F” grade). 

 

· Your requirements for passing this course include the following: 

 

One Written Take-Home Exam 

 One Group Presentation 

 Eight Quizzes 

 Two Theatre Reviews 

 

· Any form of cheating will result in dismissal from the class. 

 

· In order to receive an “A,” it is expected that you are contributing beyond the 

 requirements of the course and are consistently scoring high grades on all your 

 assignments. 

 

· In order to receive a “B,” your work in consistently above standard and your work is on a 

level which is superior to the average. 

 

· In order to receive a “C,” you are fulfilling the requirements of the course but are doing 

only the minimum needed to pass. 

 

· I don’t expect to give out any “Ds” or “Fs.” 
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